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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in'Malice.” 


ASSIZE WEEK. 
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CRITIQUE ON THE 
PALPLIPG DIGWMORAMP. 


Tue Theatre on Thursday Evening, was but thinly attended tat the opening, but 
filled almost to suffocation at half price, which we attribute chiefly to the Melo-Dra- 
ma ofthe “ Flying Datchman,” being advertised as the second piece, by which 
means the play-goers had an opportnnity of being present at the beginning of tliis 
Nautica’ Drama, which has so undeservedly excited the attention of the public; we 
say undeservedly, for we never witnessed a representation of such contemptible 
stnff, sach upmeaning jargon, such attempts at wit, such horrib'e puns, and a thing 
so totally devoid of plot as this Flying Dutthman. Had it beet advertised as a Pan- 
tomime, and the dialogue altogether omitted , it might have given satisfaction, but as 
it is, the characters are brought on and taken off, for no one purpose, but to prolong 


_ the time, to give an opportunity for the carpenter to prepare the Psi (which is 


very beautiful) and to tire the Spectators : how the Manager aftép having Jost his 
time iureading this piece, should have ventured upon the expense ofigeiting*psach 
errant nonsense, employing his best actors in characters so far beneath them, and 
bestowing time and property in conducting aud preparing for the exhibition of it, 
we are astonished ; fur he dues not want discernment, neither is he generally profli- 
gate in laving out the money of the Patertee. We understand it is written by the 
Author of the Pilot, a Drama, which drew large houses in London for upwards of 
150 Nights ; but if the writer of these pieces were to publish what he has written, we 
may ventute to say, his existence as a dramatist would soon terminate, and he 
would sink into that forgetfulness, which all men do who presume on talent, they have 
notdes rvedly earned. ‘The scenery painted by Mr, Thorne is more than common y 
heantifial, and does honor to his talent as an artist, but it is ‘* wasting suceiness on 
the desert air,’ to bestow such able productions on sacha “ barren soil.” We 
hope the scenery will live for mote deserving compusitions and that the Flaing 
Dutchman, will take a rapid flight, far, far trom the Norwich Audience, if not to be 
for ever buried beneath the waters of the deep. 

The beautiful Opera of the Barber of Seville, introduced to us two new Performers, 
Miss Melville, in the place of Miss Cramer, as Rosina, and Mr Plumer (from 
Dablin)as the snecessor of Mr. Bensonin Fiorelli | Inregard to the Lady, she is not 
likely to do away the very favourable improssioa Miss Cramer made on os, in the 
difficult character of Rosina, (the songs requiring an experienced singer, and one of 
great capability) wherein she evinced much judgment as a/vocalist, much talent as 
an actresss, and exhited snch a profoand knowledge of; tae;character she had un- 
dertaken, that we shall rarely “‘ look upon her like again.” This lady had her faults, 
and glaring ones they were; particularly the want of fine and correct intonation in 
her songs of pathos, and of running into fields of tixuridiidé Where she should have 
remained steadily attending to the sentiment ot the Compusers butthey were tea 


* dily overlooked, when we considered the spirit andigreat talent she, displayed on 


all occasions where mach science was required, Miss Melville, has not that flexi- 
bility of voice her predecessor possessed, nor has she her talent'as fin actress—she 
is and format in her deportment, hard and unfeeling if her sinzing, possessing 
the power of executing difficult: passages without giving: mieh cifver to tiem ; her 
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‘Vuice is extensive, the npper part of which is good, but the lower very defectivelin 
-intonation end power of utterance, her shake is generally made too loug and Ja- 
~ fbonved,and seldom finished ; but with all these imperfections, she is the only one 
we have seen capable of taking the stand Miss Cramer so successfully established 
Mr. Piumer, as the successor of Mr. Benson in Forelli, leaves us rather to ‘rejoice 
. than, torreyret the change, This gevtleman. is a tower of strength to the vocal de- 
periment here ; he possesses a fine tenor voice of much sweetness and compass, and 
exhibits a pertort knowledge of his profession : the Songs and Duets were beautifully 
riven, particularly the opening of the Duet in the first Scene with Rosina, in whieh 
he displayed nnich feeling and taste as a singer, not varying in the slightest degree 
from what. the composer had written, exhibiting a voice, in intonation perfectly cor- 
rect, and in tone beautiful and exten sive, capable of great modulation, and a shake 
of the most masterly description--his ballad in the 3rd act was deservedly encored 
hy the whole house; and he received throughout the piece that approbation he so 
justly merited... ...,.,; 

Wecannot conclude our remarks without giving our decided disapprobation of 
the Managers’conddct, in saffering the half price tobe admitted during (very fre- 
quently), the most interesting scenes; the circumstance of last night, cails particu. 
larly for our reprehension, and it is with concern we saw Miss. Melville’s efforts to 
establish her as a Piano Forte player and singer completely annihilated, by the 
admission of three fourths of the audience in the very midst ot ber song, which she 
sung very effectively, but in which, (from this unpardonable interruption) she en- 
tirely failed to produce the applause she werited— surely the manager ought to re- 
spect the feelings of his performers and also that of the audience, who pay tull price 
to witness the whole ofthe Opera, aud vot suffer them to be thus interrupted: why 
nyt wait tillthe conclusion of a. scene (it not an act) and drop the curtain tor atew 
minutes at the time he advertises for the admission ot halt price. If he pursue the 
present method, he will, very suvon, have no first price at all. We hope he will 
amend this altogether. 

Aa 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


Str,—I visited the Theatre on Monday last, 
for the purpose of witnessing the reception of Mr Osbaldiston, rather 
than to see an ordinary play, badly acted ; I am led to think the aim 
of the public was fully answered, without repeating the row on a se 
cond night, to the annoyance of those who visit the ‘Iheatre for the 
sake of amusement. Mr. O's. reception must have convinced him, 
that had he deferred coming to Norwich ti!l the public had invited 
him, he would never have returned ; though far inferior both to Mr. 
Barton and Mr. Arlan, he is certainly a useful actor, and may be /ole- 
raled ; buthe has fallen from a height it will be long, very long, ere 
he again arrives at, so let him rest. 

iss Melville, whether from the combined circumstances of being 
before a new audience, and the alarm experienced from the O row, 
certainly did not, make a very favorable impression either as a singer, 
or an actress. ft is said this lady's stay here will be uf short duration. 
The manayéer would do well to re-engage Miss Cramer, as no doubt, 
by this time, she is tired of the “ Emerald Isle,” and her Norwich 
friends would recwi¢ecier with rapture 
ai Mr.; Plumer though very petzte in person, bids fair to be a great 
sali AT ys, ¢4mler Woueh very pet P " “ 
bedavourite, and lea es us nothing to regret in the loss of Mr. Wil- 


ESTs we 


son. ' 
wy ir. Baker's stupid part of Fogrum, in “ the Slave,” was as igno- 
» Panty dressed, He, apparently, conceived the dress should be'that of 
‘a, modern dandy, pe ate seems correct ; but he destroyed the sffect 

“by that vulgar little bat, which he so frequently sports both it and‘out 
of character: why not have worn one in the reigning fashion, aid in 
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the extreme, if he could have obtained it, it seems as if he had but 
fittle wit in his head, to trust so much to his hat for causing mirth— 
‘Mr. Baker is a clever actor, and this hint, I trust, will have the desired 
effect. 

The appearance of Mr. Balls, seemed to be highly relished, and 
Sherwin equally so, they are both meritorious actors. Surely some 
other lady might be found. te — the character of Mrs, Linden- 
burg, su long the property of the late Mrs. Clifford. Why not Mrs. 
Hamerton ? but to give such a part to Mrs. Brudenell, a lady en- 

ed to lead the tragic business, was beneath a gentleman to give, 
a a lady to accept. Mrs. Brudenell though not equal to the heavy 
business, is in soft Tragedy, a most fascinating actress, ‘The Wea- 
thercock being well sustained, seemed to amuse greatly. 

“The Flying Dutchman,” has been got up in a masterly style, 
_and what is very unusual, no expense has been spared. The scenery, 
_ &e., is far. beyond the efforts of our truly excellent scene painter, Me. 

Thorne, it is not rare Ons justice, to say the scenery is equal if not 
, superior to that which has been so long exhibited and admired at the 
Adelphi Theatre. Surely such an artist has as strong a claim on the 

ublic for a benefit, as the first tragic and comic actors, and ought 
to have equal facilities afforded him of making one, The £100 Note 
is an amusing Farce, and the performers generally, seem more at 
home in this species of acting, then in pieces of greater solidity. 

That the Theatre has been thisily attended, is not astonishing, the 
ticket-system alone, maintained as it is, in defiance of that public by 
whom it is supported, must convince the Patentee of the folly of per- 
sisting in it—let him do that away, and amend the company, gir ich 

«there is direful need) and he will find his account in it} ,Your cor- 
respondent “ Simon Search,” was rather premature with'regard ito 
the dismissal of Stacey, this man has made it his boast that the - 

rer dare not dismiss him, if so, the public must still be disgusted with 
fin; andthe manager be compelled to bear his insults, to the detriment 
of his authority over a set of persons, at all times a little refractory. 

This in the Patentee is highly reprehensible, and ought to be immedi- 

utely remedied, or Mr. Smith's situation, however lucrative, must be 
intolerable ; let this walking nuisance be again restored to his pecs 
behind the patentees chair, or carry the ladies Prayer books and Poo- 
dlesas formerly ; any thing rather than suffer him tooffend either be- 
fore or behind the curtain in future, 
I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 
ERASMUS. 
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RANELAGH GARDENS. 


_ Mrs: Jones, Artist in Fireworks, has, we understand, taken these 
Gardens at her own risk to-morrow Evening, when wé are promi 
-opomaething out of the common order of things, at least.as far'as what 
io Telates to the department over which she presides—if she aims at 
‘yy$uperiority, we heartily wish her success; she is a deserving woman, 
;ycand has a family of young children to provide for out of the - fruits . 
1) jatising from her hazardous employmext. 
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We have visited this delightful place of amusement, and the only 
regret we felt inleaving’it was thatits fate should bein such handsas it 
now is—we, however, hope for better times. Mr. Gyngeli isan en- 
terprising and iodieving man, and with his assistants, have kept the 
game alive to the gratification of a great number of spectators—We 
need not take up the time of our readers by enumerating his various 
‘exploits on'the Slack Wire, nor that of Miss Gyngell on the ‘Tight 
High for their ‘performances are well known, and stamped with a 


ae | 


‘high degree of fame. 

“We must not neglect to mention a’ Clown of rather a superior or- 
der to the generality of that whimsical tribe of human beings ; his 
performance ‘(a rare exception in their way) was not characterized 
with indecentbuffoonery. ‘The Italian Juggler gave hissleight of hand 

‘ tricks with admirable dexterity. The ascent on the Rope to the height 
of forty feet, by Miss Gyngell, was well managed, and went far to 
astonish the holiday-folks ; this young lady possesses great eae 
and intrepidity, wad is worthy of the marks of approbation which she 
universilh received from a numerous assemblage of persons of a su- 
perior rank and degree to what we have hitherto met with in this 
place, thanks to the charge of one shilling without deduction, itis 
the only way to prevent drunken brawls. We repeat that the Fire- 
works are far superior in these Gardens to any other we ever witnes- 
sed, with the exception of Vauxhall alone, both in aiversity, brilli- 
an and in beauty of colour.—We are fond of the art of Pyrotechny, 
have practised it from our earliest years, and when we say that 
we have had opportunities of visiting the Laboratory of the Royal 
Arsenal, at Woolwich, we may be presumed, both from study and 
practice, to know something of an art to which the greaioet encourage- 
ment was given by the late Emperor of the French. 


- 
A CONUNDRUM, 
(A la Billy Black.) 
Way is -Mr. G. Smith like a rs at Copenhagen during the late 


war? Do you give it up ?—It has been long said he is a youn 
man of great promise—Granted: but we have never heard of his 


arrival at:the-Land of Performance—ergo, he must be detained at’ 


a Neutral. Port. .  §Sumon SeEarcu. 





To Cownksroxpenta+-Erasmus and Simon Search, have our best thanks.— 
OW. Eb BAiv our textWe were in Yarmouth when the letter of Vindex arrived, 
- Cédiisequently Coal fof givé {t insertion in‘ this mmber, it shall appear in’ our next. 
—Absence from honié'‘is' the sole reason why a double number is not published 
fhils'day.—-The last ihiiber will be published on Monday Afternoon. snes 
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